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Eras of Recreation

• Before the railroads
1. Few persons visit region
2. Travel was part of the adventure

• Railroad era, 1870’s to 1930s• Railroad era, 1870’s to 1930s
1. Summer colonies and summer boarders
2. Day tripping becomes practical

• Automobile
1. Transition from summer to year round residences
2. Decline in number of overnight stays







Montclair, NJ



Wanaque, 1880







Little Falls, 1880s



The Venice of America



The Venice of America - Rail & Trolley Lines



The Venice of America - Principle Waterways







The Venice of America - Summer Colonies
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Trolley Tourism (28 miles for 
25 cents)



Grandview Park



Jasper Cropsy 1845





Ringwood, 1914





















Reasons for Decline

• Air conditioning
• Automobiles• Automobiles
• Air Travel
• Autoroutes



What has Changed?

• Population density
• Need to protect drinking water
• Outboard motors
• Pollution - real or perceived
• Water access
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