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The proximity to large urban centers and numerocatembodies made the upper Passaic River
watershed a popular recreation area. The Grekst iRdPaterson have attracted sight seers since the
American Revolution. The Morris Canal and earlypikes brought tourists into the region in thergea
before the Civil War but the coming of the railrgad the 1870s that summer drastically increased th
number of visitors. The 1870s to 1930s are reghadethe high point of tourism in the upper Passaic
Watershed. A wide range of activities was avaéablthis era, fishing, swimming, rowing, canoeing,
and camping were common but there were also amuggraeks, steamboats on the mountain lakes,
rowing contests, bicycle trips, and even healtbntss

Visitors could be broadly divided into three categs, day trippers, short term vacationers, andnsem
boarders spending an entire season. This lagiagtevas common throughout the region. The town of
Montclair was never noted as a resort destinateinrnythe late 1800s it hosted an estimated 400
summer boarders annually. The average summerdoasst often content with simple
accommodations, plain food, and a quiet front porGither visitors wanted more elaborate facilities
such as boat liveries, picnic pavilions, and livesi.

The Mountain View section of Wayne Township waswnas the "Venice of America" because of
boating available on four rivers that converginglom site as well as the Morris Canal. Pomptonekak
was popular with cyclists because of its locatibtha junction of two railroads and relatively flat
terrain. Located at the end of the trolley linesttran through Great Notch, the Singac sectidritté
Falls became home to an amusement park. The taagésnost popular resort destination was
Greenwood Lake. Sometimes called the "Switzert#riitie East” the lake became a popular destination
in the first half of the 1800s thanks to the wugtiof the pioneer outdoor author Frank Forresterthad
Hudson River School painter Jasper Cropsey. Ahd#ight of the resort era, 1870's to the early 30
Greenwood Lake was home to 21 hotels and boardingds and several more were located in the
nearby villages. Thousands of visitors came tddake every summer. Both day trippers and
vacationers used the train service and lake stearsbo

The summer visitors were an important source afnme for the people of the region but there were
inevitable tensions. Wayne Township was forcelatio the wearing of bathing suits after 10:00 pm in
an effort to discourage the loud parties that sgithut onto the streets.

Winter sports never reached the popularity of summeations although a number of ski clubs were
active.

The coming of the automobile and the loss of tlleoad passenger trains lead to the decline of
destination resorts such as Greenwood Lake. dxditioning and increased opportunities for traweel
more distant destinations put an end to the sunboarder.



